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Battle Gave 

Support for 
City Defense 

Civil War Incident 
Had Picturesque 
Background 
By John Clagett Proctor 

There is some very beautiful scen- 

ery to be found in Western Mary- 
land, especially in the vicinity of the 
Catoctin and South Mountain 
ranges, and throughout the Middle- 
town Valley. The early bicyclists of 
Washington soon found this out, 
end frequently included parts of 
this territory in their century runs. 

But this strenuous work, of course, 
only appealed to the sturdiest of 
riders, and the general pleasure 
travel had to await the coming of 
the automobile before the glories of 
this mountainous area could be seen 
under conditions to be appreciated 
by the millions of tourists who now 

annually travel this way. 
From the first, however, when 

the automobile was still In its in- 

fancy, even the motorists had their 
aerious troubles in negotiating the 
roads over the mountains through- 
out this part of Maryland, especially 
in climbing such elevations as Brad- 
dock Hill and South Mountain, and 
the older drivers can still see in the 
mind's eye the overheated cars of a 

quarter of a century ago as they 
reached the summits of these partic- 
ular heights. How the boiling water 
end steam spouted from the radia- 
tors sometimes 10 or 15 feet in the air 
like some miniature geyser. But 
this afforded time for cooling off, for 

refilling the radiator and, best of all, 
for viewing the gorgeous handiwork 
of nature that manifests itself in so 

many ways in this part of the coun- 

try. 
Tires were not so good, eithPr, 25 

fears ago. and then, and even more 

recently, it was a familiar sight to 
see some refined gentleman in his 
shirt sleeves jacking up his car, far 
eway from home, in order to put a 

patch on his inner tube. But. after 
ell, those were generally the happy 
days, and though it was the begin- 
ning of automobiling, it was paving 
the way for the many scenic attrac- 
tions we are privileged to enjoy to- 

day which otherwise would have 
continued to be hidden from us. 

New Garden Spot. 
Old South Mountain is the same 

now as when we first saw it, though 
It may have been explored more 

closely, and we may know more 
about it. It overlooks the garden 
spot of the world and is as o.uiet 
and as peaceful as any place in the 
universe. But it was not always so. 

for history tells us a big battle was 

fought there on Sunday, September 
14. 1862. w’hen many brave men ot 
the North and South died for what 
they deemed a principle. 

The second battle of Bull Run 
Was fought on August 29 and 30, 
1862. and resulted in a Confederate 
victory. After this. Gen. Lee began 
his Invasion of Maryland, being 
closely followed by Gen. McClellan, 
who had been restored to the Army 
of the Potomac. The latter over- 

took the Confederate rear at South 
Mountain, and here the battle of 
September 14 was fought, the Union 
Army being victorious. True, it w^as 

not a major engagement, but, as 

subsequent events proved, had the 
Northern troops been defeated. 
Washington and Baltimore probably 
Would have been attacked later. 

The exact site of this battle, ac- 

cording to Scharf in his “History of 
Western Maryland." was at Turners 

Gap, with Boonsboro nearby. The 
National Army was on the side of 
the mountain nearest Frederick, the 
Confederate Army on the side near- 

est Hagerstown. The engagement 
began about 6 a.m. at the bridge over 
Catoctin Creek. 

Washington Interest. 

The people of Washington showed 
more than usual interest in the 
Bouth Mountain battle, and the 
battle of Antietam that followed 
three days later, because, as before 
Stated, of their direct bearing on the 
security of the Nation's Capital, 
which, in all likelihood, would have 
been soon attacked had these en- 

gagements proved Confederate vic- 
tories. And because of this par- 
ticular interest the writer sought 
out The Star to see what it had 
to say on the subject, and the fol- 
lowing is taken from the issue of 
September 16. 1862: 

“Sunday." it says, “is emphatically 
the fighting day of the wrar, and 
yesterday has added another to the 
list of memorable battles that have 
occurred on it. The scene of the 
fight' yesterday w'as upon what is 

generally called the ‘Second Moun- 
tain’ of the Catoctin range, but on 

the map it is called South Moun- 
tain. Our forces on Saturday drove 
the rebel rear guard out of Middle- 
town, and our advance halted that 
night a short distance beyond that 
village. 

“Early on Sunday morning the 
forward movement was resumed by 
Gen. McClellan. The rebels were 

directly in front, and retreated 
slowly and resolutely, contesting ev- 

ery foot of ground. Up to about 2 
o'clock the engagement was princi- 
pally with artillery. The rebels placed 
their batteries on every advan- 
tageous position and shelled our ad- 
vance. Our artillery replied, and the 
fire was at times very heavy, but the 
advantage, from the higher ground 
they occupied, being with the rebels 
In this artillery practice, our gen- 
erals depended more upon their in- 
fantry. and heavy columns were 

pushed successfully forward, driv- 
ing the enemy back until about 
half the ascent of the mountain was 

gained. In doing this work some 

splendid dashes were made by our 
troops, in which Burnside's and 
Hooker's corps (formerly Mc- 
Dowell's) Darticularlv distinguished 
themselves. 

"THE MAIN BATTLE. 
"Between 2 and 3 o'clock the rebels 

were found drawn up in line of bat- 
tle, their left covering Turners Gap. 
through which the pike to Hagers- 
town passes, and their right ex- 

tending to Cramptons Gap. Our 
right was led by Gen. Hooker in 
advance, with Gen. Franklin on the 
left and Gen Burnside's Corps in 
the center. Gen. Heintzelmans 
Corps was pressing up in the rear, 
and was, I believe, in the reserve. 
Borne portions of it may have par- 
ticipated in the fight. 

“When the enemy were thus found 
drawn up in line of battle on their 
chosen position, the engagement at 
once became general and fierce. The 
musketry fire, as described to me by 
officers wounded in the battle and 

GEN. GEORGE B. * 

McClellan, 
Who planned the Union cam- 

paign against the Confederate 
forces when they invaded 
Maryland in September, 1862. 

The Battle of South Moun- 
tain, September 14, 1862. 

Monument on South Mountain, erected to the memory of 
George Washington by the people of Boonsboro, Md. Work on 
the project was begun on July 3, 1827. 

GEN. JESSE L. RENO, 
For whom Fort Reno was 
named. He was killed in the 
Battle of South Mountain. 
t- 

GEN. ROBERT E. LEE, 
Who commanded the Confed- 
erate forces in the invasion 
of Maryland. This likeness of 
the Southern general, together 
with the view of the Battle of 
South Mountain, was first 
published in Leslie’s Weekly 
in 1862. now here, was the most continuous 

and sustained of the war. It rolled 
rapidly and fiercely from right to 
left, and backward and forward 
with irresistible fury. Our military 
was brought speedily up and played 
its part, as usual, well. For two 
hours this continuous exchange of 
musketry and artillery continued, 
until the enemy began to show signs 
of wavering. Our extreme right had 
been gradually but surely pushing 
the enemy, crowding him toward the 
Gap, and threatening his flank. 

“At 5 o'clock a general charge 
was ordered, and our men. re- 

sponding willingly and bravely to 
the call, sprang forward with an im- 
petus that carried all before it. The 
rebels fell back and endeavored 
again to bring their disordered col- 
umns into line of battle, but in vain. 

"Wildly cheering and determined 
to win, our lines pushed forward, 

1 drove the enemy from point to point, 
! and as the last rays of the sun gild- 
| ed the mountain, reached the sum- 

mit. The pass w’as won. and the 
enemy were in rapid and disordered 
retreat down the slope toward 
Boonsboro. The pursuit was con- 

| tinued for 2 miles down the moun- 

tain until darkness put an end to 
I the contest.” 

Of the Union Army, the principal 
officer lost was Maj. Gen. Jesse L. 
Reno, and of the Confederate Army. 
Gen. Garland. Col. B. B. Gale and 
Col. J. B. Strange. 

Soon after the death of Gen. Reno, 
one of the forts then surrounding 
Washington was named for him. It 
stood at about the intersection of 
Thirty-ninth and Ellicott streets 
N.W.. which is close to the highest 
elevation in the District. It is now 

the site of a branch of the city’s 
water system. 

The Boonsboro people, near the 
town at which the battle of South 
Mountain occurred, were not only 

loyal to the Union at this time, but 
many years before had demonstrat- 
ed their devotion for American free- 
dom and those who made it pos- 
sible, by erecting on the top of this 
mountain at a point on “the Blue 
Rocks, overlooking the town,” a 
monument to the memory of the 
first President, George Washington. 

Story of Memorial. 
This memorial was begun on July 

3, 1827, and an interesting account 
of what took place there on this 
date, and the following day, ap- 
peared in-the Hagerstown Torch- 
Light soon afterward. It goes on 

to say: 
“Pursuant to previous arrange- 

ments, the citizens of Boonsboro as- 

sembled at the public square on 

the 4th instant, at half-past seven 

o'clock in the morning, to ascend 
the 'Blue Rocks,’ for the patriotic 
purpose of erecting a monument to 
the memory of him whose name 

stands at the head of this article. 
This spot was selected in consequence 

l of the great facility with which the 

| materials were furnished. A little 
more than the foundation had been 
laid the day before, which enabled 

| us to proceed without delay in the 
: grand design before us. The men 
seemed actuated by a spirit of zeal 
and ardor almost bordering on en- 

thusiasm. All except a few acci- 
dental visitors from the adjoining 
country (who ate and drank, but 

: stood aloof from the work) seemed 

| influenced by a vigorous principle 
1 of emulation that promised a speedy 
termination of that day's labor. 

"Though the majority of the men 

were from that class of society who 

earn their bread by the sweat of 
their brow, yet I say safely, and as 

1 proudly, that not one of them re- 

turned home intoxicated, so much 
superior was their desire to ac- 

complish the work undertaken than 
the love of self-gratification. About 
12 o'clock we heard a verv appro- 
priate extempore address from the 
Rev. Mr. Clinghan, a gentleman of 
the Revolutionary period, whose 
warm patriotism, animating a con- 

stitution rendered infirm by age and 
bad health, induced him to bear all 

fatigue and danger to accomplish 
the purpose of his heart. 

Declaration Read. 
“About one o'clock we partook of 

a cold collation, as our object was 

not to gratify our pampered ap- 
petites: consequently no sumptuous 
arrangements had been made, 
neither were toasts prepared for the 
occasion, but we enjoyed more 

heartfelt satisfaction in partaking 
of our simple fare than the most 
costly or high-seasoned dishes would 
have afforded. Our thoughts and 
food were both highly spiced with 
the contemplation of our work, 
thereby needing no stimulants to 
excite an artificial appetite. • At 

the conclusion of our labors, about 
four o'clock, the Declaration of In- 
dependence was read from one of 
the steps of the monument, pre- 
ceded by some prefatory observa- 
tions. after which several salutes of 
infantry’ were fired, when we all re- 

turned to town in good order. 
“This monument is seated im- 

mediately upon what is called the 
Blue Rock It is fifty-four feet 
in circumference at its base and fif- 
teen feet high (we contemplate rais- 
ing it thirty feet after the busy 
season shall be passed). The vault 
is composed of huge stones, many 
weighing upward of a ton. with the 
whole center filled up with the same 

material. A flight of steps, com- 

mencing at the base and running 
through the body of the fabric, en- 
ables us to ascend to the top, whence 
the most beautiful prospect pre- 
sents Itself that the eye can pos- 
sibly behold. Shepherdstown, 
Hagerstown and Cavetown are dis- 
tinctly seen, with all the fertile 
fields of Jefferson, Berkeley and 
Washington, affording a landscape 
teeming with life and wealth. 

‘‘To the summit of this mountain 
is a rugged path, but the view will 
afford a rich compensation for the 
labor. Twelve feet from the base, 
upon the side fronting Boonsboro, 
was inserted a white marble slab, 
with the following inscription: 

‘Erected in memory of Wash- 
ington, July 27, 1827, by the citi- 
zens of Boonsboro.’ 

"At the laying of the monument 
several Revolutionary soldiers as- 
cended and fired three rounds from 
the top.” 

Now Restored. 
It is probable that this monument 

was never completed as planned, 
and for many years it received little 
or no attention, until in recent years 
the Maryland State Parking Com- 
mission has restored the memorial 
to its present condition. 

Back in 1884. when George Alfred 
Townsend, a son of the “Old Line 
State.” but a resident of Washing- 
ton by adoption, was riding through 
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Cramptons Gap of the South Moun- 
tain, gathering data for his novel, 
"Katy of Catoctin," he became fas- 
cinated with the picturesqueness of 
this rugged part of Maryland and 
decided it would be a delightful 
place to build a summer home for 
himself. 

And so, while in this frame of 
mind, he met a man of whom he 
inquired the ownership of this par- 
ticular part of the mountain, and 
the one addressed happened to be 
the owner himself. It did not take 
long to strike a bargain, and short- 
ly afterward Mr. Townsend was the 
proud possessor of more than 100 
acres of what we are told—and have 
no reason to doubt—was about as 

rocky a piece of territory as could 
be found between the Shenandoah 
and the sea. 

Noted Correspondent. 
Mr. Townsend was best known as 

one of America's most noted Civil 
War newspaper correspondents. He 
was born on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, the son of a Methodist 
clergyman. His career began early, 
for he was only 15 years of age when 
he did his first newspaper work on 

the Philadelphia Press in 1856. 
Later in life he wrote a number of 
novels and numerous poems, and a 
romantic place like South Mountain 
just seemed to appeal to his fancy, 
and so, before a year had passed, he 
had a part of the mountain site 
cleared off and had erected a two- 
story, eight-room frame cottage on 
the north side of the road. 

This is about as far as he orig- 
inally intended to go. But soon 
charm grew into enchantment and 
“Gath"—which happened to be 
Mr. Townsend's nom de plume—soon 
added house after house, until, it is 
said, he had half a dozen—three of 

GOVERNMENT’S WOOD EXPERT HAS CLEARED MANY MYSTERIES 
« 

Lindbergh Case One 
In Which Talent 
Was Shown 

By Gene A. Day. 
Arthur J. Koehler is a detective. 

But he doesn't wear a badge, nor 

does he carry a gun or any of the 
other equipment generally associat- 
ed with detectives, although a mag- 
nifying glass, in the style of Sherlock 
Holmes, conceivably might be used 
in his sleuthing. 

Mr. Koehler’s job is to solve mys- 
teries involving the use of wood, 

: and apparently there are plenty of 
such mysteries, for in the last few 
years he has solved between 2,000 
and 3.000 cases annually. Occasion- 
ally, as in the case of the Lindbergh 
kidnaping, the work involves an ele- 
ment of crime, but more often Mr. 
Koehler’s duties are less sensational, 
but never the less interesting. 

For 23 years Mr. Koehler has 
served on the research staff of the 
Forest Service in the Department 
of Agriculture. Stationed at Madi- 
son. Wis.,' he is now listed as the 
service's “principal xylotomist"— 
which means, simply, wood expert. 

Prior to the Lindbergh kidnaping 
trial, at which Mr. Koehler gave ex- 

pert testimony, the Government ex- 

pert's name was not a familiar one 

to the general public. To foresters 
and lumbermen, however, who 
tiecessarily are concerned with the 
identification of wood in their work, 
Mr. Koehler was no stranger. For 

many years, he had been helping 
lumbermen and all persons engaged 
in wood-use industries iron out their 
more perplexing problems. 
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j Mr. Koehler is a seasoned and 
; schooled sleuth of science, and is 
considered an adept investigator, 
who, by the practical application of 
his technical knowledge, and the 
skill of common sense and scientific 
deduction, unravels knotty problems 
for others. 

The types of problems which Mr. 
Koehler is called upon to solve are 

extremely varied, and range from 
pleas of assistance from beauty par- 
lors to salvage companies at work 

■ on sunken ships; from treasure 
hunters to fossil collectors, and 

j from boundary line disputes to the 
dates of former hurricanes, as re- 

vealed by the records inscribed in 
growing wood. 

Mr. Koehler's most publicized case 

concerned the testimony given by 
him at the trial of Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann in the Lindbergh kid- 
naping. 

The Government man was called 
in as an expert to inspect the wood 
in a homemade ladder, believed to 
have been used in entering the 
second-floor nursery of the Lind- 

! bergh home. 
Mr. Koehler identified every spe- 

cies of wood used in the ladder, 
and traced, defined and identified 

: all the marks made in the wood by 
; nails, tools and machinery. He es- 

tablished that certain pieces of wood 
in the ladder matched wood from 
a shipment at a lumber yard, at 
which Hauptmann had bought simi- 
lar material when the wood in ques- 
tion was carried in stock. 

One board in the ladder used by 
by the kidnaper was technically the 
facsimile of similar boards found 
in the attic floor of the Hauptmann 
home. In a demonstration before 
the jury, Mr. Koehler showed the 
conclusive similarity between the 
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plane marks on the ladder and 
scorings made with the hand plane 
owned by Hauptmann. 

The expert testimony and iron- 
clad demonstrations of Mr. Koehler 
were important contributions to the 
conviction of the accused. 

Identified Samples. 
Beauty shop operators use an im- 

ported product from China which 
comes in the form of tissue-like 
sheets in bandolining Miss America's 
hair, following an old Oriental cus- 

tom. The sheets are soaked in wa- 

ter, the water is then rubbed and 
brushed on the hair to give it a 

glossy finish and stiffen it, so it will 
stay in place. One prominent beau- 

i tician submitted samples to Mr. 
Koehler for identification. His scien- 
tific study revealed that the "shav- 

| ings” were products of the pauhoi 
; tree of China, which belongs to the 
laurel family; our native sassafras 

; also belongs to that tree family. The 
pauhoi wood, when soaked in water, 
yields a mucillaginous material. 

An eastern salvage company was 

given a tip reputed to be worth a 

fortune. The only trouble was that 
the fortune was at the bottom of the 
sea, possibly a half mile below the 
surface. It consisted, as the story 
went, of about $5,000,000 in gold 

| which descended to Davy Jones’ 

j locker when the ship conveying it 
! to America was wrecked and sunk 
! off the New Jersey coast. Nobody 
knew the exact location of the treas- 
ure ship, although the salvage com- 

pany had narrowed the riddle down 
to two wrecks. Its officials believed 
the gold was aboard one of the ves- 

sels. It is an expensive proposition 
to haul wrecks to the surface from 
great depths; professional divers 
command high wages. Hence, the 
salvage company, by use of a diver, 
obtained specimens of the wood com- 

posing the hulls of the two ships. 
These samples were submited to Mr. 
Koehler; he identified one as juni- 
per, the other as a species of dog- 
wood. He also advised the salvagers 
of the approximate regions in which 
the respective vessels were built. 
That information enabled the sal- 
vagers to concentrate their attention 
on the proper wreck. 

At a prominent university a cer- 

tain employe was under suspicion as 

ring-leader in laboratory alcohol- 
stealing escapade, the alcohol having 
been used in a student jollification 
after a football victory. The suspect 
had been linked to the case because 
he was known to possess an auger 
of similar size to the one used in 
boring through the door to gain en- 

trance to the laboratory. The case 
became of such moment that, finally, 
Mr. Koehler was requisitioned as 

a special investigator. He made bor- 
ings from the laboratory door, and 
on comparing them under the micro- 

ARTHUR KOEHLER, 
With a few of the wood specimens involved in the thousands of 
cases he has investigated. 

scope with similar debris gathered 
from the suspect's auger, determined 
that that tool had not been used in 
the theft. The employe was thus 
exonerated. 

Had Bombing Case. 
One of the first important crim- 

inal trials in which Mr. Koehler par- 
ticipated as an expert witness was 

a bombing case. A Christmas gift 
directed to her husband, a member 
of the county Drainage Commission, 
caused the death of Mrs. J. A. 
Chapman of Wisconsin; the parcel 
contained a crude homemade bomb 
which exploded when the wrapping 
was removed. 

Apparently the Chapmans had no 
enemies. A few fragments of the 
bomb were the only tangible evi- 
dence—the end of a piece of gas- 
pipe, some bits of wood, a few 
scraps of paper. Mr. Koehler was 
called in to work on the case. 
Meanwhile a farmer, named Mag- 
nuson, who had violently objected 

to the extension of a drainage ditch 
through his farm, had been ar- 

rested as a suspect. Mr. Koehler 
established that the pipe had been 
mounted on a block of white elm 
and special agents, after an in- 
tensive search, found bits of shav- 
ings and a minute amount of saw- 

dust in back of a workbench in 
Magnuson's workshop. The micro- 
scope revealed that both the shav- 
ings and sawdust were white elm; 
furthermore, their cellular structure 
and growth rings were the same 

as those in the wood remains of 
the bomb. Magnuson was sen- 
tenced to prison for life. 

Some woods, according to Mr. 
Koehler, are easy to identify on 
account of their distinctive colors. 
Both black walnut and Northern 
white cedar are readily recognizable 
in this way. In other instances 
the nose knows best what species 
the wood sample may be. Juniper, 
and sassafras are easily identifiable I 
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by merely whiffing the odors of 
their woods. Every wood that grows 
can be recognized if you know 
what to look for by its specialized 
and distinctive cellular structure. 
It is relatively simple to disclose 
these individual peculiarities by en- 

larging your view of the specimen 
some 50 times by use of a compound 
binocular microscope. 

Wood Inspected. 
Many specimens of defective wood 

are submitted yearly to Mr. Koehler 
for determination whether failure 
was due to overloading, or if there 
was an original and latent defect 
in the lumber or timber. Sometimes 
the cells of the tree are injured 
during growth: this weakness is 
transmitted to the resultant lumber. 
Compression wood, for example, de- 
velops on the under side of trees 
which are bent and misshaped. Com- 
pession wood lacks the strength of 
normal wood and shrinks readily, 
hence being inferior in grade and 
value. Microscopic examination also 
identifies wood which has failed 
in service through excessive strains 
and stresses. 

Hurricanes register their violence 
in the growth of softwood trees 
in districts visited by storms. Ab- 
normal growth develops where the 
trees are bent out of shape for 
some time by strong winds: such 
deformation also affects the growth 
rings—Mr. Koehler employs these 
defects as reliable pathfinders in 
determining the approximate dates 
of storms which have swept certain 
areas where disputes have developed 
that relate to the high winds and 
the damage which they caused. 
Drainage of the soil also writes a 

distinctive record in tree-ring 
growth; the rings in certain trees, 
such as the tamarack, are larger 
and whiter after drainage of the 
area where they grow. 

The Government wood expert also 
is called upon freq :ntly to settle 
arguments about witness trees which 
are accepted as base marks in old 
surveys of land. The disputes de- 
velop as to whether the stump or 

roots of what are reputed to be offi- 
cial boundary trees are of the same 

species as the original and authentic 
witness trees. Mr. Koehler provides 
testimony in such cases, based on 

the determination of tree species by 
identification of the samples of wood 
or root. 

Government Won. 
Near La Crosse, Wis., a tract of 

swamp land was purchased by the 
Government for use by the Biologi- 
cal Survey as a bird sanctuary and 
wildlife refuge. When Uncle Sam’s 
representatives began to fence the 
property the former owner objected, 
claiming the Government was tres- 
passing on his property. He main- 
tained that three trees blazed some 

Criminals Caught in 
Spite of Their 
Defenses 

10 years before defined the border 
of the tract which he had sold. The 
Government won the court case 

which subsequently developed from 
that dispute, as Mr. Koehler gavp 
technical evidence which proved 
that the trees had been marked with 
an ax at least five years later than 
the former owner of the land had 
contended. 

Submerged wood apparently lasts 
indefinitely, as the surrounding 
water serves to seal the pores so the 
material cannot deteriorate. Hence, 
specimens of wood from rivers or 

swamps are still in good condition 
after thousands of years. Mr. 
Koehler identified one sample of 
wood recovered from a glacial drift 
in the Middle West as 500.000 years 
old. Another piece of log recovered 
from the earth in excavating near 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Md„ proved to be a species of cypress 
which grew to maturity during the 
Pleistocene Age. The record breaker 
in the Koehler collection of unique 
wood specimens was a sample of an- 
cient sequoia tree which the wood 
sleuth told me was 12,000.000 years 
of age. That specimen had been re- 

covered by a working crew of the 
United States Reclamation Service 
which was tunneling at a depth of 
150 feet below the bed of the Yakima 
River in Washington. A specimen 
of cypress log was found floating in 
the St. Johns River, near Jackson- 
ville, Fla., which, when submitted 
to Mr. Koehler, was found also to bt 
a product of the Pleistocene Age. 
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Another bombing which Mr. Koeh- 
ler was called upon to investigate 
was the Fugmann case at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. Thomas Maloney, for- 
mer president of a disbanded min- 
er's union, opened a gift package 
in the kitchen of his home or 

Easter morning as his little son and 
daughter looked on in eagerness tc 

| see what the parcel contained. II 
was a crude, homemade cigar bos 
bomb, which exploded when the 
wrapper was removed, killing Ma- 

loney and his son and seriously in- 
juring the daughter. Michael Gal- 
lagher, elderly cemetery sexton, was 

killed in similar manner at about 
the same time in another part ol 
the city. Altogether, six homespur 
“pineaples” had been sent through 
the mails; two were recovered bj 
postal authorities before delivery 
one was not opened by the recipient 
as he feared it might be a bomb; 
another did not explode because il 
was opened at the wrong end. 

Eventually, the police arrestee 
Michael Fugmann, a former Ger- 
man artilleryman, who had mad; 

i threats against Maloney because ol 
a purported debt of $550. Expert; 
claimed that Fugmann s writing wa: 

similar to that on the package; 
which did not go off, and on scrap; 

j of paper recovered from the bomb; 
which exploded. The case agains 
Fugmann was complete, and a ver 
diet of guilty was rendered by th< 
jury largely as a result of the ex 

pert evidence of Mr. Koehler. Wooc 
found in Fugmann's shop talliec 
in growth rings, resin ducts anc 

other cellular structure with th< 
wooden remnants of the bomb, i 
special glue used In the bombs als< 
was found on a chair which Fug 
mann had repaired. 
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How Mr. Koehler prepared his "wood evidence” against Bruno Hauptmann in the Lindbergh case. 
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Reno Death 
Gave Name 
To Fortress 

Monument Recalls 
Popular Devotion 
To Washington 

stone, one of frame and two of logs. 
The main living house, constructed 
of rough gray stone, struck with 
red mortar, contained a dozen or 
more rooms. There was also In the 
place a great stone stable and a 

picturesque windmill. 
By 1890. according to an account 

printed that year. ‘‘Gapland’’—the 
name given to it by its owner—con- 
sisted of 167 acres, and the outlay 
represented an investment of nearly 
$50,000 (which is probably nearer 

the actual figures than “a half-mil- 
lion-dollar estate" as some put it). 
But the chances are that he got 
the latter amount of pleasure out of 
his secluded mountain retreat, remi- 
niscent of the unfortunate struggle 
of 1861 to .1865. Indeed it is said 
that just in front of the first house 
he built, the Blue and Gray met. 
and that 500 men were killed and 
wounded there. 

The writer undertsands that since 
Mr. Townsend's death which oc- 

curred quite a while ago, the prop- 
erty has not received the care and 
attention he would continue to give 
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Has Good View. 

Gapland is 1.300 feet above sea 

level, and. no doubt, the same view 
of the surrounding country can be 
had today as was so interestingly 
related nearly 50 years ago, when it 
was said: 

“Prom the gallery of the living 
house to the west Pleasant Valley 
lies near at hand, with a dark moun- 
tain bounding it only two miles 
away, but to the east a gorgeous 
vista is spread out before the en- 

raptured vision. Far off in the blue 
! mist the mountains beyond the val- 
ley of the Catoctin stretch north 
and south until their summits touch 
the circle of the sky, while up and 
dowm the valley is cut into a thou- 
sand bits of picture by fertile fields 
and forest clumps, with little lazy 

; silver streams meandering off into 
the hazy distance." 

At this time Gapland was said 
to be 8 miles from Harper's Ferry, 

118 miles from Hagerstown, 15 from 
Frederick and 58 from Washington. 
But since these figures were given, 
due to the straightening out of the 
roads generally and to more direct 
routes, these distances have been 
shortened. 

Mr. Townsend, as a newspaper- 
man, represented in Washington, in 
the ’70s, the Chicago Tribune, the 
Cleveland Leader, the Cincinnati 
Commercial and the Cincinnati En- 

! quirer. At this period “Gath’’ was 
j residing at 926 Seventeenth street 
northwest. He also tried his hand at 
publishing the Washington Sunday 
Capital with Don Piatt, but soon 

gave it un. 

Historical Writer. 
He was an early member of the 

Columbia Historical Society and a 
: contributor to its records. One of 
his most interesting papers was on 
"Houses of Bricks Imported from 

] England,” which he read before the 
! society on November 9. 1903. and 
; in which he gave evidence reputing 
i the probability that any early house 
I in this country was built of bricks 
imported from Europe. In his re- 
marks. he said: 

"I take the view that no house is 
made of English bricks. None of the 
authorities are contemporary with 

l the construction; their basis is a 

j tradition, often from the kitchen. 
The repetition of the statement Is 

j from irresponsible sources, not able 
to weigh testimony. 

"Only four years before the War 
of 1861 Bishop Meade's ‘Ola 
Churches and Families of Vir- 
ginia' set the myth in motion, and 
it reposes mainly in the picture 
magazines of today, which have no 
criterion. 

“The custodian of the Maryland 
Historical Society has handed me 
a memorandum of all the imported 

I bricks brought into that province 
1 of which there is a record. There 
are three importations and they 
cover eight years' time. 

"The schooner Nancy of 20 tons 
brought 2,000 bricks from Charles- 

j ton. S. C.. enough to build a burial 
vault. The Live Oak of 70 tons 
brought 6,000 bricks from Philadel- 
phia, enough to build a chimney, 

i The same number of bricks. 6,000. 
were brought on the ship Britannia. 

| 120 tons, from Bristol, England, only 
six years before the Continental 

| Congress met, when ever hamlet 
had its brickyard. 

“If this be the sole record of the 
shipment of English bricks, let us 

consider what they would construct. 
A single chimney, such as the end- 
chimneys outside of the old houses, 
if 40 feet high and 6 by 3 feet 
square, would have 720 feet square 
face of wall 12 inches thick, and 
require over 16,000 bricks. The 6.000 
Bristol bricks, therefore, would only 
raise it about 15 feet from the 
ground. And this is the only im- 
portation in the record of a province 
where about every early brick house 
has the imputation of ‘imported 
brick.' The librarian said that they 
probably were wanted for a mantel- 
picuc. 

Bricks in Virginia. 
And then Mr. Townsend goes on 

to quote Philip A. Bruce in the 
"Economic History of Virginia,” in 
which that author declares that ‘‘all 
bricks used in Virginia in the 17th 
century were manufactured there: 
that bricklayers and brickmakers 
arrived in 1607; that in 1622 bricks 
formed one of the principal articles 
exported from Virginia to the Ber- 
mudas; that the Royal Governor 
Berkeley's brick house had only six 
rooms: that the Indians were re- 

pulsed with brickbats, and he calls 
it improbable that ‘when bricks were 
rated at 8 shillings a thousand in 
Virginia, planters would have been 
led to import them from England, 

; where, between 1650 and 1700. they 
could not be purchased for less than 
18 shillings, adding to that transpor- 
tation across the ocean.” 

One of Mr. Townsend's most val- 
uable contributions to the history 
of the Nation’s Capital is his 
"Washington, Outside and Inside.” 

1 published in 1873, and which is full 
: of interesting reading. 
I In the writer's story in last Sun- 
i day’s Star, the burial place of 

Francis Scott Key was given as 
i St. Aloysius’ Cemetery, Frederick, 
■ Md. It should have been Mount 

Olivet Cemetery. 
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