
VALUE OF PALM PRINTS  

AND  
METHOD OF TAKING  

Although palm prints have not yet attained the universal recog
ni tion that fingerprints have, they are now accepted as a positive method 
of identification, and have proved of invaluable assistance to law enforce
ment officers where fingerprints of a subject were not available. 

In many cases police have found palm prints which proved of 
utmost importance in the solution of a case. It is because of this impor
tant part palm prints are playing in modern law enforcement work that we 
set forth here an outline on the subject and a suggested method of record
ing them. 

The palm of the human hand is entirely covered with friction skin, 
that is, skin consisting of ridges and depressions.* 

Palm prints, like fingerprints, reveal two important character
istics, e.g. 

1. Innumerable variations of characteristic detail. 
2. Permanency throughout life. 

Equipped with this knowledge, the investigator cannot afford to 
overlook palm print impressions, even though they be mere fragments, left 
at the scene of a crime. 

It is, of course, as easy for a criminal to place his palm, or 
a portion of his palm, against an object as to place his finger impressions, 
and it is therefore incumbent upon the modern investigator to watch metic
ulously for palm prints as well as fingerprints. 

A study of palm prints, with all of their characteristic arrange
ment of ridge detail, will enable the investigator to recognize and dis
tinguish the apparent differences between a latent finger impression and a 
latent palm impression. A minute examination of an object ofttimes reveals 
to the investigator whether a latent print on the object is a fingerprint 
or a print from the palmar area. 

In his book on the subject of palm prints** Mr. Sharp states: 
"Although the palm prints can scarcely be expected to reach the same gener
al utility as fingerprints in crime work owing chiefly to the fact more 
fingerprints than palm prints are found at the scene of crime, the proper 
scientific use of palm prints will prove of immeasurable assistance. 1I 

* "Personal Identification," by Wilder and Wentworth. (Published by 

Richard G. Badger, The Gorham Press, Boston, Massachusetts.) 

** "Palm Prints, Their Classification and Identification," by Detective

Sergeant Vaughn Sharp, South African Criminal Bureau, South African Police, Cape 

Town. (Published by Mercantile-Atlas Printing Company, Pty., Ltd., 81-87 Sir 

Lowry Road, Cape Town, South Africa.) 
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The following photographs illustrate a latent palm print 
identification: 

Illustration I II Ius tra t ion 2 

Portion of latent palm print Portion of the inked palm 
found on top of refrigerator impression taken of suspect and 
which was located in front of found to be identical with 
window; criminal rested his latent print (Illustration I) 
palm on top of refrigerator. by FBI Technical Exp~rts. 

Illustrations 3 and 4 (See Pages 39 and 40) show the latent palm 
print and the inked palm print with the characteristic details clearly out
lined for court presentation. 

In connection with latent palm prints it is suggested that the 
investigator, as a matter of principle, obtain the inked palm prints of 
persons who had a legitimate reason for being at a particular crime scene 
such as the owner and clerks of a store which has been burglarized. This 
step, in connection with latent print examinations, cannot be overemphasized. 
The investigator should eliminate from consideration the fingerprints and 
palm prints of persons having a legitimate reason for being at the crime 
scene. 

After the latent palmar impressions have been compared or checked 
against those made for elimination purposes, it is necessary to take the 
palm prints of all suspects arrested for the crime in question or similar 
crimes in the same locality for comparison with the latent prints. 

THE TAKING OF INKED PALM PRINTS 

Considerable attention has been given by the FBI to the .manner 
in which inked palm prints should be taken. As a result of experiments 
which have been conducted the following procedure is suggested: 

38 



f  
2 3  

" 4 16  , 

___ 5  
15  

14  _  .  6  

7 13  

12  

\ 

9  

/ 
/ 

II Ie 

LATENT  PALM  PRINT 

III us t ra t i on 3  

Enlargement of Illustration I showing points  
of identifies ion for cO:l1parison with suspe tt pt'nt.  
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INKED  PALM  PRINT  

Illustra t ion 4  

Enlargemelat of Illustration 2 showing points 
of identification found to be ident~cal with latent print. 
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The necessary equipment consists of a glass plate, ro~_ler, a 
tube of printer's ink, plain 8" x 8" white cards and one or two large-sized 
magazines. In place of the magazines a small rolling pin can be used. The 
magazines should be rolled together and fastened on both ends with rubber 
bands. (See Illustration 5, below) 

Illustration 5 

The above illustration shows the necessary 
equipment used in the taking of inked palm prints. 

Place an 8" x 8" white card on the rolled magazines or rolling 
pin. The card is then held in place by the rubber bands. Apply a small 
amount of printer's ink to the glass plate, take the roller and roll the ink 
so that the entire roller is covered with an even amount. Apply the ink 
directly to the subj ect' s hand with the roller, over the entire surface of 
the palm, as well as the fingers. (See Illustration 6, below) 

Illustration 6 

The above illustration shows the procedure 
in applying the ink directly to the hand. 
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The subj ect I s inked hand is placed wi th the heel of the palm 
on the card at the lower edge, . (See Illustration 7, below) or place the 
fingers on the card and roll the roller away from the subj ect. (See Il- . 
lustration 8, below) Then by using the rolled magazines or rolling pin 

Illustration 7 

The above illustration shows the process starting 
with the heel of the palm and rolling the hand 

toward the subject. 

IIIus t r .. t ion "\ 

The above illustration shows the process 
starting with the fingers and rolling the 

hand away from the subject. 
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placed on a desk, as a roller, the inked palm prints can be taken. Care 
should be taken that the fingers are kept stiff and outstretched in the 
process of rolling. For taking the inked impression of the other palm, the 
card previously used is turned over and the same process as outlined above 
is followed. It is desirable that ~he fingerprints show as a part of this 
process, so the palm prints may receive proper attention in the Bureau for 
filing purposes. Inked finger impressions should always be taken on the 
regular fingerprint card anq the palm prints taken as a separate process if 
they are needed for latent print consideration. The subject'S name, the op
erator's name, date and place should be indicated on the card. 

Inked palm prints can also be taken of subjects arrested who do 
not have any fingers on either hand. 

t 

Illustration 9 

Photographs of improperly taken inked palm prints. 
Fingers do not show. Hand not completely taken. 
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Illustration 10 

Area at the base of the fingers and center of palm are missing. t 



Illustrations 11 and 12 outline a set of properly taken inked 
palm prints with the necessary identifying information appearing thereon. 
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Illustration 11  
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IIIus tra t ion 12  

The reverse side of Illustration II showing the left palm print.  

46  




